
  Grade 6    Grade 7    Grade 8 

Theme: Acts of Courage   Theme: Facing Challenges    Theme: Cultural
Crossroads  

  From Ant to Eagle 
by Alex Lyttle *   

Silent Journey
 by Carl Watson & Andrew Bosley*

 

  Family Ties
 by Sarah Richman*   

  No Better Friend 
by Robert Weintraub 

  Loving vs Virginia: a
documentary novel 
by Patricia Powell 

  Inside Out and Back Again 
by Thanhha Lai 

  Stella by Starlight 
by Sharon M. Draper

  

  Insignificant Events in the Life
of a Cactus

 by Lauren Bowling

  
Enchanted Air

 by Margarita Engle
   
  

  Tristan Strong Punches a
Hole in the Sky 

 by Kwame Mbalia  

  The Boys in the Boat 
by Daniel James Brown  

  If You Come Softly
 by Jacqueline Woodson

  

* Available to all students as an Ebook through CMS’s Destiny system 

This summer every sixth, seventh, and eighth grade student at CMS is expected to read at least
one novel from the #CMSReads Summer Reading List. Each grade level has its own theme and
book options.  The novel choices vary in subject, genre, length, and reading level, so students and
their families are encouraged to explore several options, check out reviews, and visit the local or

school library sites together before choosing a novel that fits your needs. 
We understand that summer is a busy time for many of our families. Therefore, the due date for
the #CMSReads project is extended until Friday, October 7, 2022. By that date, your student is
expected to have read one novel from their grade level’s list. To demonstrate comprehension,
students will complete one of six different fun projects.  For questions, please contact 

Ms. Jakubowski (bjakubowski@bcps.org) or Mrs. Smith (asmith3@bcps.org).  

Summer Reading @ CMS
#CMSReads



Summer Reading @ CMS
All CMS Students are encouraged to spend time reading over the
summer.  To give students some guidance and a jump start on a

Fall ELA assignment, your student has access to the 
#CMSREADS reading program. 

After reading the novel of choice from their grade level list, 
students should then complete one of the following projects below.

Design a logo or design for a
 t-shirt that shows the theme of
the book.  Include a summary of
the story that explains how the
characters and plot of the story
connect to the theme depicted in

your design.

Write or film a book review for your
chosen novel.  The review must
include a summary, introduction of
characters, and your impression

 and recommendation.
Check out this link for more info on

writing a book review.

Create a “Fakebook” or other mock
social media account for one of the
main characters in your novel. 

 
Check out this link for more info on
creating a Fakebook account for

educational purposes. 
 

Create a physical or digital Book Bento
depicting the theme from the novel. The

bento must include at 
least 5 elements and a brief explanation

for each. 
Check out this link for more info about
what a bento is or this link for how to
instructions to create a book bento.  

 

Choose a character from the novel
and create a 2D or 3D body

biography. 
 

Check out this link for more info
and examples for making a body

biography. 

In the spirit of #CMSMakes, plan, design,
and construct an artifact (sculpture,
painting, mosaic, interactive timeline,
diorama, etc.) that portrays the theme
of the novel. Explain how your creation
depicts the theme. For an added

challenge, use only recycled products or
add an interactive (moveable or

functional) element. 

https://www.writing-world.com/freelance/asenjo.shtml
https://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page
https://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page
https://jenniebales.wordpress.com/2018/09/24/book-bento-boxes/
https://blogs.slj.com/neverendingsearch/2019/05/04/building-beautiful-book-bentos/
https://www.studyallknight.com/how-to-teach-character-analysis-using-body-biographies/

